Emergency Services Committee

Meeting

March 16, 2009

Discussion was lead by the fiscal court.

Thanks went out to all who volunteered to serve on the committee.
A recap of the two public meeting was made and discussed.
The fiscal court updated the committee as to the $190,000 reduction in revenue that has taken place in the past couple of weeks.

The fiscal court explained what they had done over the past two months to put a banded on the ambulance system.

1. Implement an additional 1 cent  payroll tax that will sunset on December 31, 2010.

2. Accept bids for an additional BLS ambulance crew for the next 4 ½ months allowing us to have two full time BLS crews on duty at all times.

3. Award the contract to the lowest bidder (Pendleton County EMS ) for a 4 ½ month period. 

There was long discussion with ideas as to how to proceed with the future of ambulance service in Pendleton County. Discussion revolved around ideas from how other counties cover ambulance service to how do or can we reduce frivolous runs.
The question was posed by the fiscal court “ Does any one have a concern or comment with what the fiscal court has done to date after the two public hearings?” With no comments we can only assume the committee approved of our actions to date.

After long discussion, the committee agreed to meet again next Monday the 23rd at 7:00 PM with the follow items to discuss:

1.    Whether to create a joint ambulance/fire district, an ambulance district and

a fire district or just an ambulance district and how and who would be     participants in what was decided upon.

2. What are revenue options and how much will they generate.
3. Future locations of ambulances

Please mark your calendar for the 23rd and be prepared to discuss the above items.

Thanks

Judge Bertram

